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Views and Reviews: Children's Literature
By Jane Bingham

Children's books have offered film values and tastes is one thing; imposing
makers a rich source of material. What them is another.
happens to the spirit of a piece of
Seeing to it that children have the
literature for children when the opportunity to compare the film
translation from one art medium to
version of a book with the book itself,
another takes place depends on the
and making sure children know who
translators. The Walt Disney Studio is
originally created a story is an
the most popular and prolific
important contribution that teachers
manufacturer of children's films based
can make to their pupils' development
on (loosely) children's stories. The
of critical thinking and literary taste.
liberties the Disney company has
An English film which would be
taken with the original creators' works
is exasperating to adults who believe well worth seeing, if local movie
children are capable of responding to theater owners could be talked into
variety, to subtlety, to depth of showing it, is "The Tales of Beatrix
feeling, and to honesty in their films as Potter." This ballet film is based on
well as their literature. Whether you the plots of five of Beatrix Potter's 23
laud or loathe the Disney Studio books - The Tale of Jeremy Fisher,productions, Richard Schickel's The The Tale of Pigling Gland, The Tale of
Disney Version (available in paper- Two Bad Mice, The Tale of Jemima
Puddle Duck, and The Tale of Squirrel
back) makes interesting reading.
Nutkin. Peter Rabbit and Mrs.
Roald Dahl's popular book, Charlie Tiggywinkle also appear. The care and
and the Chocolate Factory, has love with which the movie's script,
become "Willie Wonka's Chocolate photography, costumes, music, and
Factory" for the movie industry. direction were executed are made
Certain parts of the book which were evident in Rumer Godden's behindracially troublesome for some people the-scenes story of the ballet-film, The
were changed in the film. For Tale of the Tales: The Beatrix Potter
example, the brown oompa-loompas Ballet. From the inception of the idea
are purple in the film, and the film put forth by the young couple who
plays down the fact that in the book produced and designed the film,
Mr. Wonka goes to darkest Africa to through the making of the intricate
hunt for "natives" (who can hardly animal masks and costumes, to the
take care of themselves) to work in his filming of the exciting and exhausting
factory non gratis. Dahl is a dances by members of the Royal
controversial writer for children. Many Ballet directed by Sir Frederick
adults have protested the violence Ashton - the reader remains absorbed.
found in Charlie, and in Dahl's James Illustrations and photographs are
and the Giant Peach and The Magic plentiful. The forty-two color stills
Finger. If you haven't read Dahl's taken from the ·movie along with
books by all means do! Read them to quotations from Beatrix Potter's
the children you teach and discuss Journal, letters, and picture books add
them. Be sure to discuss the books immeasurably to The Tale of the
openly and respect diverse opinions. Tales. Miss Godden's charming acExamining, questioning, and discussing count is as beautifully done as are her
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books for children, which include The
Doll's House, Impunity Jane, and The
Mousewife. If you can find a copy of
Rumer Godden's The Tale of the
Tales, it certainly would be exciting to
share it with your pupils. Children
who are familiar with the Potter books
will be delighted by the accuracy of
the details of the characters' costumes;
children who are unfamilier with the
Potter books will probably become
interested in knowing more about the
delightful characters they see in the
color-stills from the film version of
some of Beatrix Potter's stories for
children.

children's literature. Helen Painter's
Poetry and Children offers teachers
concrete ideas ab01.~t how to help
children enjoy poetry. Children and
Literature, edited by Jane Patterson,
contains fine essays on selecting and
using children's trade books in the
reading program.
Suggestions for children's trade
books to use in connection with the
Social Studies program can be found
in a handy paperback, Literary Time
Line Rx for the Social Studies by
Patricia J. Cianciolo and Jean M.
LePere, professors at Michigan State
University. Published in 1968, the
book provides excellent annotations of
books which would enrich children's
social and historical understandings
from pre-historic times to the recent
past. Instructional material specialists
and school librarians as well as
classroom teachers will find this book
most useful.

As dazzling as films for children
are, they can also serve to numb
children's senses and stunt their
imaginations if parents and teachers do
not help children t.o think critically
and provide stimulating aural supplements to visual experience. Ch,ildren
need to learn how to evaluate critically
the visual stimuli they receive from
books, films, and TV programs. They
also need to have their own
imaginations vigorously stimulated. It
is not enough to tell children to use
their imaginations. They must be given
stimulating opportunities to use their
imaginations, and they must be
encouraged and supported in their
attempts. Granted it is difficult in our
age of ready-made visual images to
find the time and opportunity to
create our own, but the importance of
nurturing imagination in children
through reading appropriate literature
aloud
without supplementing
pictures - can not be stressed too
vigorously.
Two especially valuable annotated
bibliographies from IRA are Sources
of Good Books and Magazines for
Children by Winifred C. Ladley and
Sources of Good Books for ' Poor
Readers_ by George D. Spache.
Two books of essays published by
IRA in 1970 deal with the area of
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The W.C. Brown Company has put
out a series of reasonably priced
paperbacks dealing wit.h various
aspects of literature for children.
Three books in the series are especially
valuable in that they contain practical
ideas for making literature a vital part
of the elementary school day - Ruth
Carlson's Enrichment Ideas; Dewey
Chamber's Storytelling and Creative
Dramatics, and Virginia Wittuck's
Poetry in the Elementary School.
Persons interested in book illustration
and/or the history of children's
literature will find Patricia Cianciolo's
fllustrations in Children's Books and
Margaret Gillespe's Trends in History
interesting reading.
Laura Ingalls Wilder fans will be
glad to know that her Little House
books are available in Harper Trophy
paperback editions. The two latest
Wilder books, All the Way Home and
The First Four Years, have not been
published as paperbacks.
Children's trade books should be

used to supplement all areas of the English. Recently · published ethnic ·
elementary school curriculum. Be sure books for children are reviewed in
to use the Children's Catalog's Interracial Books for Children.
annotated listing of children's books
If you have specific problems or
organized according to a variety of
questions
that you would like to have
topics and age levels. The Children's
Catalog can help make your planning me respond to, you are welcome to
and book selection quicker and easier. write to me. I will.reply either in this
column or by letter. My address is:
For more recent annotated listings
S03VH
of children's trade books to share with
Oakland University
your pupils, regularly read The Horn
Rochester, Michigan 48063
Book Magazine and Elementary
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